
 Socially, we implement a 2nd Step program 

which is a pro-social skills  curriculum.  

 Our School Newsletter, Dragon Blast, is 

updated every other week and can be 

found on our website. 

 We have a very supportive and active PTO! 

 We have tremendous support from our 

parents and community overall—we truly 

do take the approach that it “takes a    

village to raise our children”.  

 

Our School Pledge: 

I pledge 
To be the best that I can be 
Respect myself and others 
Make safe choices 
And  take responsibility 
For my learning and behavior 

We pride ourselves here at MCH in delivering a well 

rounded education for our students academically, 

behaviorally, and socially.  

Principal - Dr. Stephen A. Catrambone  

 We serve approximately 620 students—

33% Asian/Pacific Islander, 4.% African 
American, 3% Hispanic, 4% Multi-Racial 

and 56% Caucasian.  

 Academically, we have ranked in the top 
10% of the state with our reading , math 

and science standardized test scores.  

 Based on the implementation of the 

Pennsylvania School Performance pro-

file, MCH scored a 90 or above the first 

2 years and received the Governor's 

Award for Academic  Excellence.  

 We have  a solid MTSS (Multi-Tiered Sys-

tem of Support) so all students receive 

what they need. No student can fall 

through the cracks.  

 Behaviorally, we have implemented a 

state approved school wide positive  

support and intervention model.  

Some Highlights  of our School!  

When & How to Get Assistance  

For classroom questions or 

concerns, always start by 

contacting your child’s 
teacher.  We will respond 

within 24 hours. E-mail is 

best, but realize that teach-

ers are teaching so do not 
anticipate responses right 

away.  For general school 

related questions, feel free 

to contact our main office, 

Ann Duffy and Linda Polito 

are fabulous at assisting 
everyone. We also have a 

parent/student guideline 

handbook that is located on 
our website.  Our website will 
have updated newsletters and 

other important information.  

http://www.edline.net/pages/
Mary_C__Howse_Elementary_

School 
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Our main number is 484-266-1302 

Safe Arrival line —484-266-1310 

 

Other notable contacts: 

School Administrative Asst 

Ann Duffy—aduffy@wcasd.net 

Office Asst.  

Linda Polito—lpolito@wcasd.net  

 

Principal—Dr. Stephen Catrambone 

scatrambone@wcasd.net  

 

Guidance Counselor —Anne Noone 

anoone@wcasd.net  

Psychologist—Dr. Yolanda Stanton 

ystanton@wcasd.net  

Reading Specialists:  

Alison Sweeney—asweeney@wcasd.net 

Carolyn Gorrie—cgorrie@wcasd.net  

English Language Learners—ELL 

Jackie Pascale—jpascale@wcasd.net  

 

 

District Contacts 

Superintendent 

Dr. Jim Scanlon—jscanlon@wcasd.net 

Assistant Superintendent  

Dr. Bob Sokolowski, 

rsokolowski@wcasd.net 

      Director of Elementary Education 

       Dr. Tammi Florio—tflorio@wcasd.net  

Director of Pupil Services  

Dr, Leigh Ann Ranieri, -  

lranieri@wcasd.net  

Transportation Office  

484-266-1040 

Main District Phone Number 

484-266-1000 

District Website 

Www.wcasd.net 
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When & How to Get Assistance [c o nt i n u ed]  

 History 
Born in 1892, Mary Chase Howse served 
16 years as a member of the West White-
land School Board starting in 1945 and 
was instrumental in establishing a library 
at the Exton Elementary School. She came 
from a family with a long history in the 
area and raised a family in the large family 
estate that sat where Exton Square Mall is 
located today. She died in 1981 in Exton. 
  

The original structure contained ten class-
rooms, two kindergarten rooms, a library, 
cafetorium, health suite, offices, and 
teachers’ room. When the Mary C. Howse 
opened its doors in 1962, the township 
renamed West Whiteland Consolidated 
School, Exton Elementary School. A major 
expansion in 1965 added twelve class-
rooms and a covered play area. In 1997, a 
library, gymnasium and two classrooms 
were added and the existing building was 
completely renovated with the old library 
being converted into two classrooms. 
  

Mary C. Howse Elementary was recog-

nized as a Blue Ribbon School three times. 

Students from this school attend Peirce 

Middle School and Henderson High 

School. 

http://imagizer.imageshack.us/a/img542/5419/

Call, Email, or Face-to-Face? 

Should you want to share a concern, you should personalize the contact. Face-to-face is usually pre-

ferred for serious concerns.  The best way to get in contact with the teacher to voice those concerns  

would be to email and request a meeting.   Please keep in mind  that the  teachers are teaching and 

might need to get back to you at a later time. 



Our Muti-Tiered Systems of Support follows the 
state model to assure that we are meeting the needs 

of all learners, academically and behaviorally. We 
conduct routine assessments in reading, math, writ-

ing and even behavior (explained under SWPBS sec-
tion). Based on this information and teacher input, 

we provide remediation and enrichment both in and 
out of the classroom. For some students, we monitor 

their progress more frequently, sometimes once per 
week. We meet, as a team (principal, guidance, read-

ing specialists, instructional coach, ELL, child’s 
teacher and psychologist regularly to discuss pro-

gress and make modifications to the child’s instruc-

tional programming if necessary.  
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What is  MTSS? 

 Our Comprehensive 

Curriculum includes the core 

subjects of language arts, 

mathematics, science and social 

studies, along with physical 

education, music and art. Each 

curricular area is based on the 

Pennsylvania Core Standards, as 

well as national and/or local 

standards and is evaluated and 

revised as needed. Statewide, 

students are assessed annually in 

the spring using the Pennsylvania 

System of School Assessment 

(PSSAs).  

All sixteen district schools have 

been rated “Schools of Excellence” 

by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education for receiving scores of 90 

or higher in their 2014 School 

Performance Profiles (SPP). These 

SPP scores are issued annually 

based on student achievement, 

academic growth, promotion and 

attendance rate. For 2012-13 Mary 

C. Howse received a Building Level 

Academic Score of 91.9 and for 

2013-14, a 91.4. There were no SPP 

scores for the 2014-15 school based 

on a revised PSSA.  In 2015-16, we 

received a 77.8% due to assessment 

revisions but still remained in the 

top 10% in the state as in previous 

years.  

School Wide Positive Behavior Sup-

port and Intervention (known as 

SWPBS) 

The mission of the Mary C. Howse 
School-Wide Positive Behavior Team 
is to create a safe learning commu-
nity that promotes student achieve-
ment through the pro-active and 
consistent practice of Respect, Re-
sponsibility and Safety. 
 
Our handbook will be available on 
our webpage with more in-depth 
information. Our students are 
taught lessons to show/
demonstrate what the expectations 
are in the following areas: Class-
room, Hallway, Playground, Cafete-
ria, Bathroom, Bus and School Wide 
(which would include assemblies, 
field trips, etc.). Every staff member 
is expected to model this taught 
behavior and acknowledge students 
when they see them demonstrating 
a positive behavior. Student receive 
a Dragon Dollar and can use that 
dollar to earn the possibility of being 
selected for a reward. Students who 
do not demonstrate our expecta-
tions could receive a minor or major 
referral, all of which is documented. 
Minor referrals are handled in the 
classrooms with the teachers and 
may involve parent communication 
depending on frequency and severi-
ty. A major referral goes immediate-
ly to the principal and the district 
code of conduct (listed at end of the 
handbook) is followed. Any student 
who receive 4 or more minor refer-
rals for the same offense in any 4 
week period automatically receive a 
major referral. All students who 
have not received any major refer-
rals are eligible for the school wide 
reward which occurs 4 times per 
school year. During the 2016-17 
school year, 99% of our students 
earned one or more of our  school-
wide rewards. 

We all know that creating a strong home-school 

connection has a positive impact on students. We 
encourage parents to get involved! Please do not be 

shy—first, you can connect with our Parent-Teacher 
Organization. Feel free to reach out to our PTO—for 

information, go to: https://www.facebook.com/

mchpto 

Also, connect with your child’s teacher to see if there 

are opportunities in the classroom. Special note: 

ALL visitors must have their driver’s license scanned 

in our main office. In addition, any volunteers that 
would work with children in small groups (this in-

cludes field trips) or 1:1 needs to have updated    
clearances—FBI, Criminal Background Check and 

Child Abuse 

Partnering with Parents  

Ask in our main office about these clearances or go 

to WWW.WCASD.NET— 



Reading Support 

All students are administered baseline, district assessments 
to determine their instructional needs. Student who fall in 

the strategic range or lower may qualify for additional sup-

port by one of our highly qualified reading specialists. This 

support is provided based on need and generally occurs 2-4 

days per week for 20-40 minutes. Students would not miss 
any of the core curriculum as this is typically scheduled 

during their classroom English/Language Arts time.  

Gifted/Enrichment Services 

Similar to our special education pro-

gram, student who demonstrate 

skills above and beyond our pre-

scribed curriculum may qualify for 

gifted/enrichment services. Baseline, 

district assessments are used to de-

termine students who qualify.  

Typically, students in grade K-2 will 

receive enrichment, while students 

in grades 3-5 are screened more 

closely for gifted services, but also 

can maintain enrichment services.  

A Child’s Place 

 

Child Care is offered at each ele-
mentary school before and after 
school through A Child’s Place. Pro-
gram details and tuition rates may 
be found on their website at 
www.acpec.com or call: 

610-272-8085. 

In addition, on select days when 
schools are not in sessions, full day 
coverage is offered at an additional 
cost.  

 

Mary C. Howse Elementary 

School 
 

Additional Supports 

504 Services—Students who have 

a diagnosed disability but do not 

qualify for Special Education 

services may qualify for 

accommodations.  

Occupational /Physical Therapy  

Websites/Social Media 

MCH Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Mary-C-Howse-Elementary

-School/154374974575815 

MCH PTO Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

search/top/?q=Mary%20C%

20Howse%20Elementary%20pto 

Twitter—@SteveCat19 

YouTube: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCveR39XTwn8AgmiOVqA6GZA  

Text Reminders: 

Text to 81010 and in the 

message body tyope 

@mchpa 

 

 

 

Special Education Supports 

We are very proud of our special education programs here at MCH. We have a well trained 

staff that serves students with a variety of disabilities such as specific learning disabilities, 

emotional disturbance, autism spectrum disorder, speech/language, and/or other health 

impairments, Students who qualify for services will have an Individual Education program 

developed by a team (teachers, parents, specialists) and have been identified through a 

comprehensive multi-disciplinary evaluation. Students typically are provided as much sup-

port as possible through our RtII program before we conduct an evaluation in order to as-

sure the most thorough and specific evaluation results.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCveR39XTwn8AgmiOVqA6GZA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCveR39XTwn8AgmiOVqA6GZA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCveR39XTwn8AgmiOVqA6GZA

